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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: The time is 1340 


hours, and this is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta 


of the safety battalion of the New York City Fire 
Department. 


I'm conducting with interview with the 


following individual. 


Q. Please state your name? 
A. John Luongo. 


BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: John Luongo is 


the captain of Engine 84 of the New York City Fire 


Department. We are at the quarters of Engine 84. 


This interview is regarding the events of 


September 11, 2001. 
Q. John, if you would please state in your own 


words what happened that day. 


A. We were relocated from here to 16 engine? 


Yes, 16 engine on 29th Street, I think. It was on the 


east side, so we were just when we left here, w 


knew that both towers had been hit. We knew what was 
going on downtown. 


As we backed into 16's quarters, the first -- 


the south tower was collapsing. The guys were 
recalled, and anybody who had stayed -- whoever was in 
their firehouse was watching it on television. As soon 
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as the south tower collapsed, we were assigned to the 
box. We were instructed to report in on West Street 


and report in to the command 


We made it 


to the west 


center on West and Vesey. 


side. We headed down 


West Street. We got I'm going to say down around 
Stuyvesant High School. I'm not exactly sure where we 
stopped our rig, what street that was, but we just 
couldn't drive any further. The street was just 
clogged with rigs. Maybe Warren. Warren, Murray, 
around there. 

When we got off the rigs -- I don't know the 
battalion chief's name, but there were chiefs 


ins 


wal 


around Murray or Barclay, bu 


tructing us not to go to Vesey at 


I think they were creating a st 


that point, but to 


taging area down 


t that kept changing. They 


kept pushing us back and fort 


We had our roll-ups. 


We had search ropes. We had 


were standing on West Street 


percent sure where exact 


we were, but 


we were wait 


tly we were, 
t we were pretty clos 


ting for further o 


th. 
We had extra bottles. 


all our equipment. We 


Again, I'm not a hundred 


how close to Vesey 


because then while 


f 


rders, the north tower 


collapsed, and as it started 


to collapse, I just told 


my guys to hightail it ou 


of 


there. 
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I just watched the collapse. I didn't know 
if the building was going to go one way or the other. 
I didn't know whether there was going to be a debris 
field, how far the debris would go. I was just 
watching the collapse, and then in a matter of seconds 
we were just enveloped in darkness, at which point we 
just heard a lot of screaming, not on the radio so 
much, but people yelling. 

Some guys dropped their masks to be able to 


run quicker. They were having trouble breathing. It 


was just pitch black. I just walked to the side to one 


of the dividers, and I just followed the divider north 


until we hit daylight. 


At that point, we were up around, I think, 


Manhattan Community College. I think we walked that 


far to get out of the dust. I got the rest of my guys 


together. We were all okay. Mike Oates, who was 


driving that day, asked me if he could try and drive 


over to -- what is it, East End Avenue? 
QO. By the water? 
A. Yes. 
QO. By the Hudson River? 
A. Yes, which he did. He brought our rig 


around, down River Terrace, North End Avenue, 
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whichever, and then brought it around, and we actually 
wound up on Vesey with the rig. 

We got into the relay from the fire boat. We 
hooked up to a hydrant initially, and that was -- we 
were running away from water. We had some, but we were 


running away from water, and then we got involved in 


the relay. We were supplying 224 engine a little 


closer to the site. They were probably right on West 


and Vesey. We were by the American Express building, 


and there was a couple of other engines between us and 


the water all hooking up into this relay, so eventually 


what we did with the engine was supply a manifold, and 


then a manifold was supplying -- 


QO. Hand lines? 


A. Hand lines. There was a tower ladder 


operating for awhile, and then once we had all our rig 


and everything all set up, then we were just operating 


under the command of that, the West and Vesey command 


post, doing recovery, searching -- you know, search and 
recovery work, just on the periphery, though. We never 
really got into the main -- 


QO. The main collapse? 


A. Pile. And I recalled Engine 39's chauffeur 


trying to get in touch with his officer, and he was 
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doing it for awhile. It was quite awhile that he was 


trying to get in touch with him. I don't know if 


anybody knew where they were at the time. 


I don't recall any Maydays or any actual 


transmissions from people who were trapped. That would 
have certainly triggered -- it was just -- it seemed 
like there were too many radio transmissions, and a lot 
of disjointed stuff, and a lot of unanswered 
transmissions. 


There was -- I know there were rescu 


operations going on, and a lot of the rescue operation 


were taking over the radios, but I don't -- I remember 
Freddy LaFemina. I remember hearing him. I think 

he -- they might have gotten some guys out of either 
the hotel -- I forgot. 


I know there was a fire involved, and they 


weren't able to get the fire out, and there were a 
couple of guys trapped, but I think they finally got 
them out. 

Then I remember a lot of transmissions where 


people saw turnout gear, but the -- whether it was a 


rescue or recovery and most of -- most -- well, most of 


the responses were that it was a recovery, and they 


were told to forego the recovery until the site had 
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been secured, and then, like I said, we just -- we left 
there about midnight, so for the rest of the day we 


intermittently walked, like I said, searched around. 


We didn't find too many body parts where we were. Most 
of it was down below where we were, and the engine 
stayed there for about two or three days. 


Q. Just pumping? 


A. Just pumping, yeah. People -- we would just 
get a company to relieve us, and we left, and we went 
down a few days later, and comandeered our own engine 
and brought it back, and they had given us a spare rig 


to work with up here, but we went down and got our own 


rig back and went back into service a couple of days 


later. 


We were in service with the spare for a 
while, but I don't recall any -- you know, anything 
other than -- 

Q. That's good. It's kind of funny. Most 


people don't recall anything specific. I think 


everybody was so concentrated on whatever they wer 


doing, they really weren't thinking about anything 
else. That seems to be the general thing. 
A. Well, I know. When you are on the job and 


hear your radio is on, depending on who you are and 
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what your job is, if you are a battalion chief, you're 


more in tuned to listen to an officer. If 84 says 


something, you might be more inclined to listen to that 


then if it's 84 alpha. 


Q. Right. 

A. Or 34 OV, he's going to be talking to his 
officer. Not that it's information you don't want, but 
you can only do one thing at a time, or two things at a 


time mostly, so if different units were talking to each 


other, you didn't pay attention to it because it wasn't 
involving you. 

If someone called a Mayday or called 
something or -- like I said, the reason I remembered 39 
engine was that he was so persistent, and he wasn't 


getting any response. 


QO. They all made it out. 
A. Yeah. 
Q. Which was a miracle. They went back looking 


for a guy that was out already. 
A. Really. 
Q. They were out of the building, because I 


interviewed one of the guys, and they couldn't find 


this guy who was out, and he thought that the officer 


saw him get out, and they went back looking for him. 


A. Really. 
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Q. Anything else you wanted to say? 


Pp 


10 


> 


Yeah. 


They would have gotten ther arly. 


BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: That concludes the 


interview. 


It's 1:50. 


